Proposal to revision the forest management standard

Based on the decision of the General Meeting of the Council of the Association, the
Association National Voluntary Forest Certification System in order to improve the national
system of sustainable forest management in accordance with the PEFC principles and
national legislation of Ukraine begins the process of revision the standard UA SFM ST
02:2020 Sustainable Forest Management. General provisions according to clause 9.2 of
the standard UA SFM ST 01:2020 Procedure for Development, Approval, Revision of the
Forest Management Standard in Ukraine.

Scope

The standard establishes the basic provisions of sustainable forest management,
intended to the ensuring of high productivity and stability of forests, conservation and
restoration of forest biodiversity, minimization or elimination of negative effects of forestry
production on the environment, sustainable forest use, economic efficiency of forestry
production, its social function.

The standard establishes special requirements for Forest plantations on forest lands,
as well as Trees outside Forests growing on lands of all other categories, except for forest
lands.

The standard is intended to be used by legal entities (their branches, representative
offices, departments or other separate units) and / or private individuals engaged in forest
management and / or forest use. The standard requirements are also applicable for
economic entities that render services (perform work) in forestry. The standard requirements
cover all necessary processes aimed at the achieving of sustainable forest use, all types of
products and services.

Objective and justification

A forest and forest resource management system based on the principles of
sustainability, uniformity, prevention of depletion and complexity, which ensures
economically efficient, environmentally responsible and socially oriented forestry and forest
use, preservation of biological and landscape diversity, and the performance of multifaceted
functions by forests at the local, national and global levels, is of decisive importance for the
forestry and forest management system of Ukraine.

PEFC International is an international non-profit non-governmental organization that
promotes sustainable forest management (SFM) through independent third-party
certification. PEFC International works by supporting national forest certification systems
developed through processes for various stakeholders and taking into account local
priorities and conditions. The key place in the national certification system is occupied by
the forest management standard, which is developed on the basis of the PEFC
International’s benchmark standard with adaptation to national legislation. The development
of such a standard is one of the tools for achieving sustainable development goals in the
forest management system.



The National Voluntary Forest Certification System achieved PEFC endorsement on
June 19, 2021. To maintain PEFC endorsement, the system should meet certain
endorsement stages. The first stage is the start of periodic revision within five years after
the national approval of the sustainable forest management standard.

The National Forest Management Standard UA SFM ST 02:2020 Sustainable Forest
Management. General Provisions was approved by the General Meeting of the Council of
the Association National Voluntary Forest Certification System on June 24, 2020.

According to the requirements of PEFC International and the national standard UA
SFM ST 01:2020 Procedure for Development, Approval, Revision of the Forest
Management Standard in Ukraine , the forest management standard should be revisioned
at least once every five years. The revision should be based on the consideration of
feedback received during the implementation of the standard and the analysis of non-
conformities.

Over the 5 years since the approval of the standard, feedback has been received
from various communication channels, including round tables, seminars, training courses
for forest management auditors, direct communication between the Association’s
management and stakeholders. There have also been some changes to national legislation
in the field of forest relations, and the PEFC International’s benchmark standard PEFC ST
1003:2024 Sustainable Forest Management — Requirements has been updated to meet the
requirements of the EUDR. At the request of stakeholders, there is a need to extend the
requirements of the forest management standard to Forest plantations and Trees outside
Forests.

Development stages and work schedule

1. After publishing a public announcement about the standard revision and inviting
stakeholders to participate in the process, the permanent Working Group on the
development of the forest management standard will be supplemented within four weeks by
representatives of stakeholders who are interested in improving the provisions of the
standard.

2. The Working Group will prepare the first version of the revisioned standard, which
will be submitted for public discussion for 60 days.

3. After the public discussion period ends, the Working Group will finalize the draft
revisioned standard, taking into account the comments and suggestions it has received, and
submit it for a second public discussion for 30 days. At the same time, the revisioned
standard will be field-tested by the certification bodies involved.

4. After the end of the 30-day public discussion period, the Working Group prepares
the final version of the revisioned standard, taking into account the comments and
conclusions of the field testing, and prepares a report on the work performed.

5. The Chair of the Association prepares a draft of the revisioned standard for
approval by the General Meeting of the Council of the Association.

6. The General Meeting of the Council of the Association shall decide on the approval
of the standard, and the revisioned standard shall be submitted to PEFC International for
approval.



The start of the revision procedure - no later than June 24, 2025.
The end of the work - no later than June 24, 2026.

Contact details:

Association National Voluntary Forest Certification System
Address: Ukraine, 49044, Dnipro, Starokozatska Street, 5.

Contact person: Executive Director of the Association Alla Oborska
Telephones: +38 097 556-53-35, +38 093 110-04-89

E-mail: info@pefcukraine.com.
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